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for immediate release
DEACONESS FOUNDATION TO OPEN NEW ROUND OF GRANT MAKING
On January 30 2012, Deaconess Foundation, a faith-based grant-making organization that promotes healthy and hope-filled futures for children in St. Louis, announced that it will invite child and youth-serving organizations to apply for its capacity building grants program 
Deaconess Foundation’s Impact Partnership program is a capacity building initiative committed to strengthening child-serving nonprofits in St. Louis. Deaconess Impact Partners receive focused, multi-year capacity building support and participate in a range of consulting, peer exchanges and training opportunities.  Since 2004, Deaconess Foundation has allocated approximately $12 million dollars to two rounds of Impact Partners, a total of 16 agencies.  In 2012, the Foundation will select 5-6 new agencies to become Impact Partners. 
Based on past experience, Deaconess Foundation has developed a set of criteria that ALL agencies must meet in order to be eligible to apply for the Impact Partnership.  The criteria are:

· Be incorporated as a 501(c)3

· Be located in and serve primarily the 7 County Region (St. Louis City, St. Louis, St. Charles, Jefferson, and Franklin Counties MO, St. Clair and Madison Counties IL)

· Serve low-income children/youth, ages 0-21 in the context of families

· Have a budget between $350,000 and $5,000,000 (2011 Operating Budget)

· Employ at least 4 staff (full-time equivalent)

· Be governed by local policy making board with authority to make final decisions for the organization

· Be in existence at least three years, including branches/franchises of national organizations
· Be led by an executive director who has held the position for a minimum of one year or had substantial experience with the organization at the time of application
Organizations interested in applying are required to participate in informational “town meetings” that will be held in February at the St. Louis Union Station Marriott, 1820 Market Street St. Louis.  The executive director and a board officer, preferably the board chair, from each agency must attend.  Town meetings will be held on:

Wednesday, February 15th 8:00-10:00AM;
Thursday, February 16th 5:00-7:00PM;  and 
Tuesday, February 21st 8:00-10:00AM .

If organizations are interested in attending AND meet all the listed criteria, they can RSVP to info@deaconess.org with the name(s) and titles of individuals attending.

