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Deaconess Foundation Names 
Rev. Starsky D. Wilson as New President and CEO

To replace Rev. Jerry Paul, retiring after 14 years in post

ST. LOUIS, MO, September 26, 2011 – A leading St. Louis foundation has selected Rev. Starsky D. Wilson to be its new president and CEO effective November 1, 2011. Deaconess Foundation’s board unanimously named Wilson, a UCC minister with nonprofit administration background and strong St. Louis community ties, to succeed Rev. Jerry Paul, who is retiring. Paul has led the foundation since the sale of the former Deaconess Incarnate Word Health System in 1997. 
The faith-based foundation, with ties to the United Church of Christ and assets in excess of 
$50 million, is dedicated to the improved health of metropolitan St. Louis, with a particular focus on the needs of children in the urban core.

Rev. Wilson has served as pastor of St. John’s United Church of Christ near Fairgrounds Park in the City of St. Louis for three years and has held significant prior leadership roles on the staffs of the United Way of Greater St. Louis (Major Gifts Officer), Madison County Urban League (President and CEO) and Black Rep (Director, Institutional Advancement). A graduate of Eden Theological Seminary and Xavier University of Louisiana, he has also served in youth ministry roles at Greater Mount Carmel Baptist Church and Normandy United Methodist Church. In addition, Rev. Wilson has served a wide variety of St. Louis community organizations as a board member and leader of many community initiatives. He and his wife, LaToya, a dentist at St. Louis Children’s Hospital, have three young sons.

“I am deeply honored to be called to this role. I am eager to join with the Foundation’s board and staff serving as a faith-filled voice for children’s hope-filled futures in our community,” said Rev. Wilson. “I know first-hand the challenges of urban children today, from my own childhood and my work at St. John’s, anti-violence initiatives and other efforts. Deaconess Foundation will continue to work as a partner with outstanding organizations devoted to kids, serving as a witness of God’s care and mission of the Church to bring a brighter future for kids.”

 “Jerry Paul has left an enormous imprint on the Foundation and St. Louis. We are deeply grateful to Rev. Paul for all he has done seeking to build a stronger and more caring community – and for the joyous spirit he has brought to all that he does,” said Richard DeVaughn, Deaconess board chair. “We are extremely fortunate that Rev. Starsky Wilson will now lead the Foundation as we continue our commitment to children. Starsky is a highly regarded and effective community leader with a demonstrated passion for the Deaconess mission and values. We see him as an up and coming regional leader with great potential for significant impact on the life of the St. Louis community.”

Rev. Paul, who announced his retirement last spring, enthusiastically endorsed Rev. Wilson, who was selected after a careful and extensive search process. “Starsky has an extraordinary understanding of and commitment to the community. He brings remarkable leadership skills, vision and a faith perspective that will strengthen the Foundation’s connections throughout the community and greatly enrich its impact. His rare combination of eloquence, insight and humility will help lead the Foundation to new and significant achievements.”

The selection of Rev. Wilson was greeted with enthusiasm in the St. Louis civic and faith communities. “Starsky is an emerging national talent,” said James Buford, president and CEO of the Urban League of Metropolitan St. Louis. “For him, this role is a vocation, not a job. It is an ideal fit with his lifelong mission in life.”

Deaconess Foundation is a faith-based grant-making organization that promotes healthy and hope-filled futures for children in St. Louis, especially those in poverty in the urban core. Its principal focus is on strengthening the capacity of nonprofit organizations that serve children and youth, currently working with its second round of eight Impact Partners. It also supports Deaconess Parish Nurse Ministries, an LLC of the Foundation. The Foundation continues the mission of service to St. Louis begun in 1889, which was focused on training nurses and operating Deaconess Hospital. The 1997 sale of the hospital system provided the assets for the Foundation, which has been headed since its inception in its current form by Rev. Paul, who had been president of the hospital system and has served the Deaconess mission for more than 30 years.
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