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• Healthy children grow into healthy adults, thus 

increasing employment, earnings, homeownership 
and tax contributions;

• Investment in health care early in childhood ultimately 
reduces the financial costs of problems in health; 

• When parents have access to health care, children 
are more likely to receive primary care;

• Healthy children perform better academically.
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• 12.0% of children in the City of St. Louis are born at a low-birth weight  vs. 

8.1% nationally

• The five-year infant mortality rate is 11.9 per 1,000 live births in St. Louis City 
vs. 6.7 per 1,000 nationally
– St. Louis County – 8.5 per 1,000
– St. Clair County – 9.2 per 1,000

• The percent of births to teenage mothers is 16.1% in the City of St. Louis vs. 
10.5% nationally
– St. Louis County – 8.4%
– St. Clair County – 14.6%

• In 2010, 3.7% of children in the City of St. Louis tested positive for lead 
poisoning in their blood
– St. Louis County – 0.6
– St. Clair County – 1.8

• In 2007, 31% of Missouri’s children and 34.9% Illinois’ children were 
overweight or obese.
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• Maternal, Child and Family Health Coalition focuses on infant mortality, 
health care access, and child advocacy;  

• Federal Healthy Start Program targets 3 North St. Louis zip codes with poor 
birth outcomes;

• Teen Pregnancy Prevention Partnership is an “intermediary” that provides 
support services to those working to prevent teenage pregnancy;

• St. Louis Healthy & Sustainable Housing Initiative, a collaborative of non-
profit and governmental organizations, addresses physical environment and 
people living in homes to lessen lead poisoning, asthma, and home-related 
injuries;

• Mayor Slay designated St. Louis a “Let’s Move” City, pledging to adopt a 
long-term, sustainable, holistic approach to fighting childhood obesity;

• Missouri Budget Project and other health advocates continue to champion 
legislation that would ease application and renewal for SCHIP, though the bill 
died in the State Senate. 
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• Health Education Programs, Coalitions, and 
Associations

• Mental Health Services

• Health Advocacy

• Clinics

• Child abuse prevention

• Intermediaries

The Belle Center
Nurses for Newborns 
Saint Louis Crisis Nursery
SSDN
University City Children’s 
Center
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• By age 3, vocabulary of a child of parents on welfare is 500 words 
and vocabulary of a child of college-educated parents is 1,200 words;

• Research shows that 90% of a child’s brain structure built by age five;

• Quality Pre-School Education has myriad benefits:
– Better long-term education outcomes
– Better economic and family stability outcomes in adulthood
– Lower criminal activity outcomes.

"Although education and the acquisition of skills is a lifelong process, starting 
early in life is crucial. Recent research....has documented the high returns 
that early childhood programs can pay in terms of subsequent educational 
attainment and in lower rates of social problems, such as teenage pregnancy 
and welfare dependency.“

- Ben Bernanke, Chairman, Federal Reserve Board
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Problem of Supply

Problem of Affordability

Avg. Weekly Market Rate of Child Care

St. Louis 
City

St. Louis 
County

St. Clair 
County

$123 $160 $132

• Missouri ranks 50th in the US in child 
care subsidies

• Missouri ranks 48th in the US in 
income requirements to be eligible for 
child care subsidies
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• The Regional Early Childhood Council formed recently to 
champion a comprehensive system to address the full range of 
early childhood needs; 

• DESE appointed Asst. Commissioner of Early Learning for first 
time and included ECCE goal in “Top 10 by 2020” initiative;

• Child Day Care Association, ARCHS and University City 
Children’s Center professionalize the field and raise quality of 
care by training ECCE staff;

• St. Louis County Economic Development Council included ECCE 
issues in its 2010 Strategic Plan, highlighting the connection 
between ECCE and regional economic success.
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• Early Education and Child Care 
including Head Start and EHS

• Parent Training / Education 

• Early Inclusion Programs

• Home Visitation

• Intermediaries

The Belle Center
Neighborhood Houses
SSDN
University City Children’s 
Center
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• Children progress academically and are 
engaged in opportunities for physical, social, 
intellectual growth;

• Youth need to be surrounded by caring adults 
who can help guide them toward positive, 
future-oriented choices.
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Percent of students achieving 
proficient or above on MAP tests
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• Academic Achievement Low . See previous slide.  Most districts 
face budget cuts.

• Supply of Afterschool Programming will decrease with end of 
federal (21st Century), state and private funding (i.e., Afterschool 
for All Partnership). 

• High Risk Behavior Prevalent.  Region has high teen pregnancy, 
substance abuse, gang activity, and juvenile crime rates.

• Drop Out Rates Decline, but Persist .  SLPS has cut its drop out 
rate nearly in half to 22.8% in 2010.  National rate is 14%.  

• Financing postsecondary degree = debt. Federal and state 
need-based financial aid has been cut.  Low income students must 
make up gap in loans or private aid.

13
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• DESE’s “Top 10 by 2020” and more rigorous school accreditation 
standards;

• BBBSEMO ABC Initiative with SLPS; Wyman’s district expansion 
of the Teen Outreach Program;

• Charter School Movement, Phase 2.0;

• Zip code specific initiatives: Beyond Housing’s 24:1 (North Co.) 
and the St. Louis Children’s Initiative in North St. Louis;

• New CDC funding to address youth violence (STRYVE);

• St. Louis Regional College Access Pipeline Project.
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• Before / Afterschool Programs

• Career and College Prep Programs

• Mentoring Programs

• Job Shadow / Internship Programs

• Tutoring

• Youth Leadership Programs

• Intermediaries

Big Brothers Big Sisters
Christian Activity Center
College Summit
Herbert Hoover Boys & Girls
Neighborhood Houses
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• The nurturing structure, protection and guidance 
parents provide their children is central to healthy 
development.  We must assist and strengthen families 
in their efforts to meet the needs of their children;

• Community support for children whose needs aren’t 
met by families is essential;

• Abused children are most vulnerable; they need special 
attention and services.
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• St. Louis City’s percent of families with children under 18 living below 

poverty level is double (31.6%) the national average (15%).
– St. Louis County – 10.2%  
– St. Clair County – 16.6%

• 20.5% of children in the City of St. Louis live in households headed by a 
single mother vs. 12.5% nationally

– St. Louis County – 13.3%
– St. Clair County – 16.9%

• 5.1 children per 1,000 in the City of St. Louis are living in alternative care 
vs. 6.8 per 1,000 nationally

– St. Louis County – 6.7 per 1,000
– St. Clair County – 7.1 per 1,000

• In St. Louis City, 53.1% of the children rely on Medicaid for health care.
– St. Louis County – 25%
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• Missouri Coalition of Children’s Agencies advocates for the needs of 
children in or at risk of foster care and those who serve them;

• Home Visitation Workgroup developed quality standards for home 
visitation services, particularly parent education programs;

• Family Support Council and Foster & Adoptive Care Coalition provide 
training and support to child welfare workers and families;

• “Aging Out of Foster Care” initiative developed a comprehensive service 
approach for young adults on the brink of independence;

• St. Louis County Mental Health Tax Initiative and St. Louis City Mental 
Health Board provide nearly $40 million annually for services to children 
& youth.
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• Family Support & Education

• Child Abuse Prevention 

• Residential Facilities

• Court Appointed Special 
Advocacy Programs

• Child Advocacy Centers

• Intermediaries  

Annie Malone
CASA
Fathers’ Support Center
Foster & Adoptive Care 
Nurses for Newborns 
Saint Louis Crisis Nursery
Voices for Children
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For community data: 
2009-2010 Children of Metropolitan St. Louis, 
Vision for Children at Risk

For school/student performance:
• For Missouri: 

http://dese.mo.gov/schooldata/school_data.html
• For Illinois: 

http://webprod.isbe.net/ereportcard/publicsite/getReport
.aspx?year=2010&code=500821890_e.pdf


